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(a) The following words and phrases when used in these regulations shall for the purpose 

of these regulations have the meanings respectively ascribed to them in this article, 

except in those instances where the context clearly indicates a different meaning.  

(b) Whenever any words and phrases used herein are not defined herein but are defined in 

the State laws regulating the operation of vehicles, any such definition therein shall be 

deemed to apply to such words and phrases used herein.  

 

Abandoned Bicycle  

A bicycle with one or more of the following defects that can be removed by the City of  

Cambridge Public Works Department for public safety and maintenance purposes:  

(a) No tires or wheels  

(b) Have warped wheels or frame  

(c) Missing, rusted or broken chain in such a state that renders the bicycle inoperative.  

(d) Missing or warped handle bars  

Alley or Alleyway 

A private road serving as a secondary means of access to two or more pieces of property, 

but not as a primary means of access to any property.  

Authorized Emergency Vehicle  

Vehicles of the Traffic, Parking and Transportation, Police, Fire and Emergency  Management 

departments, and such ambulances and emergency vehicles of municipal departments or 

public service corporations as are designated or author ized by the Traffic Director.  

Bicycle  

Every device propelled by human power upon which any person may ri de, having no more 

than two tandem wheels either of which is 8¯ or more in diameter. 

Bike Path 

A route for the exclusive use of bicycles separated by grade or other physical barrier from 

other vehicles.  

Bike Lane 

A lane on a street restricted to bicycles a nd so designated by means of pavement coloring, 

lines or other appropriate markings.  

Bike Route 

A roadway shared by both bicycles and other forms of transportation, may be designated by 

means of signs and/or pavement markings.  
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Bicycle Parking Facility  

Any facility for the temporary storage of bicycles which allows the frame and one or both 

wheels to be locked so as to minimize the risk of theft and vandalism.  

Bus 

Every vehicle designed for carrying more than 9 passengers and us ed primarily for the 

transportation of persons either for compensation, as a service, or as an adjunct to a school 

program.  

Bus Lane 

A lane or section of roadway designated by means of signs, markings, or other Official Traffic 

Control Devices as a Bus Lane. 

Bus Stop 

An area in the roadway adjacent to the curb or edge of roadway, set aside for the boarding 

of or alighting from buses.  

Bus Stand 

An area in the roadway adjacent to the curb or edge of roadway, set aside for the parking or 

layover of buses. 

Business District, Central Square  

The Central Square Business District for the purposes of these regula tions shall be defined 

as that part of the City of Cambridge comprised of and including the following streets or 

parts thereof:  

Bishop Allen Drive - Main Street to Inman Street  

Bigelow Street - Massachusetts Avenue to the north curb line of City Hall drive  

Brookline Street - Green Street to Massachusetts Avenue  

Central Square 

Columbia Street - Bishop Allen Drive to Main Street  

Douglas Street - Bishop Allen Drive to Massachusetts Avenue  

Essex Street - Bishop Allen Drive to Massachusetts Avenue  

Franklin Street - Pearl Street to Pleasant Street  

Green Street - Sidney Street to Sellers Street  

Inman Street - north curb line of Bishop Allen Drive to Massa chusetts Avenue  

Magazine Street - Franklin Street to Green Street  

Main Street - Massachusetts Avenue to east curb line of Cherry Street  

Massachusetts Avenue - west curb line of Sellers Street to the east curb line of Sidney 

Street  

Norfolk Street - Bishop Allen Drive to Massachusetts Avenue  

Pearl Street - Franklin Street to Massachusetts Avenue  

Pleasant Street - Franklin Street to Massachusetts Avenue  

Prospect S treet - Bishop Allen Drive to Massachusetts Avenue  

River Street - Franklin Street to Massachusetts Avenue  

Sellers Street - Green Street to Massachusetts Avenue  

Sidney Street - Green Street to Massachusetts Avenue  
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Temple Street - Massachusetts Avenue to Bis hop Allen Drive 

Western Avenue - Franklin Street to Massachusetts Avenue  

Business District, Harvard Square  

The Harvard Square Business District for the purposes of these regula tions shall be defined 

as that part of the City of Cambridge comprised of and including the following streets or 

parts thereof:  

Appian Way - Brattle Street to Garden Street  

Bow Street - Massachusetts Avenue to Mount Auburn Street  

Brattle Square  

Brattle Street - Appian Way to Massachusetts Avenue  

Cambridge Street - Broadway to Massachusetts Avenue  

Church Street - Brattle Street to Massachusetts Avenue  

DeWolfe Street - Bow Street to Memorial Drive  

Dunster Street - Massachusetts Avenue to South Street  

Eliot Street - John F. Kennedy Street to Mount Auburn Street  

Farwell Place - Brattle Street to end of street  

Garden Street - west curb line of Appian Way to Massachusetts Avenue  

Harvard Street - Quincy Street to Massachusetts Avenue  

Holyoke Street - Massachusetts Avenue to Mill Street  

John F. Kennedy Street - Massachusetts Avenue to Memorial Drive  

Linden Street - Massachusetts Avenue to Bow Street  

Massachusetts Avenue - north curb line of Cambridge Street to the east curb line of 

Quincy Street  

Mount Auburn Street - west curb line of Story Street to DeWolfe Street  

Palmer Street - Church Street to Brattle Street  

Peabody Street - Massachusetts Avenue to Cambridge Street  

Plympton Street - Massachusetts Avenue to Memorial Drive  

Quincy Street - Broadway to Harvard Street  

South Street - John F. Kennedy Street to Dunster Street  

Story Street - Mount Auburn Street to Brattle Street  

Channelizing Island 

A traffic island located to guide traffic streams along certain definite paths and to prevent 

the promiscuous movement of vehicles in what would otherwise be a widely extended 

roadway area. 

Coin 

Currency approved by the United States Government, manufactured by the Federal Reserve, 

which is accepted as legal tender for all public and private debts. This includes paper 

currency and electronic currency (ie. credit card) which has been ap proved by the Traffic 

Director, for specially designed parking meters or electronic parking modules.  

Commercial Vehicle  

Any vehicle registered for commercial purposes and designed and used primarily for the 

transportation of goods, wares, services  or merch andise. 
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Commercial Vehicle, Heavy  

Any commercial vehicle of two and one half (2 -1/2) tons gross vehicle weight or over.  

Contra -Flow Bicycle Lane 

An exclusive travel lane for bicycles, marked with appropriate pavement markings permitting 

bicycle travel in t he opposite direction from the generally permitted motor vehicle traffic on 

a street.  

Crossover  

An opening in a channelizing island that connects both sides of a divided highway.  

Crosswalk  

That portion of a roadway ordinarily included within the prolongat ion or continuation of curb 

lines and property lines at intersections, or at any portion of the roadway clearly indicated 

for pedestrian crossing by lines on the road surface or by other markings or signs.  

Curb Loading Zone  

A space adjacent to a curb reser ved for the exclusive use of vehicles during the loading or 

unloading of materials and/or persons.   

Divided Highway 

A highway with separated roadways for traffic in opposite directions.  

Driveway 

A private road serving as a means of a vehicular access to a  parcel of land abutting a highway 

or street.  

Electronic Personal Assistive Mobility Device  

A motorized self -balancing device that transports an individual standing on a platform 

between two wheels and including an upright handle.  

Emergency Artery  

Any major street or highway designated by the Traffic Director as part of the arterial system 

of streets or highways for the city.  

Inline Skates  

Any shoe with an attachment of four or more wheels aligned in a linear fashion.  

Intersection  

The area embraced within the extensions of the lateral curb lines, or, if none, then the lateral 

boundary lines, of intersecting ways as defined in G.L.c. 90§1, including divided ways.  

Laned Roadway 

A roadway which is divided into two or more clearly marke d lanes for vehicular traffic.  

Motorized Scooter  

A vehicle consisting of any two wheeled device that has handlebars or other steering device, 

designed to be stood or sat upon by the operator, which is powered by a motor and not 

defined as a ®motor vehicle¯ or ®motorized bicycle¯ under Chapter 90, except that an 
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electronic personal assistive mobility device or other mobility device for a person with 

disabilities shall not be considered a motorized scooter under this section.  

Motor Vehicle  

All motorized conv eyances or vehicle s that are subject to G.L. c.90 except as may otherwise 

herein be defined.  

Official Traffic Control Devices  

All signs, signals, markings and devices not inconsistent with these rules and regulations, 

and which conform to the standards pre scribed by the Department of Public Works of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts and/or by the Federal Highway Administration Manual on 

Traffic Control Devices and/or The Institute of Transportation Engineers Reference 

Manuals.¯ and which are placed or erected by authority of the Traffic Director for the purpose 

of guiding, directing, warning, or regulating traffic.  

Parking 

The standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise than temporarily for the 

purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading, or in obedience to an officer 

or traffic signs or signals, or while making emergency repairs or, if disabled, while 

arrangements are being made to move such vehicle.  

Parking Control Officers  

Officers of the Department of Traffic, Parking and Transportation, authorized to en force all 

parking rules and regulations.  

Parking Meter  

Any electrical  or mechanical device, not inconsistent with the provisions of these 

regulations, and placed or erected on any public way or public parking l ot within the city for 

the regulation of parking. Each parking meter installed shall indicate by proper legend the 

legal parking time estab lished by this regulation, and when operated shall at all times indicate 

the balance of legal parking time permitted , and at the expiration of such period shall indicate 

illegal or overtime parking.  

Parking Meter Space  

Any space within a parking meter zone, adjacent to a parking meter which is duly designated 

for the parking of a single vehicle, by markings on the surf ace of the street adjacent to, or 

adjoining each parking meter.  

Parking Meter Zone 

Any street or portion thereof or parking lot upon which parking meters are installed and in 

operation and upon which parking of vehicles is permitted for a limited time subj ect to 

compliance with the further provisions of these regulations.  

Pedestrian  

Any person afoot or riding on a conveyance moved by human power, except bicycles, inline 

skates, scooters and skateboards.  
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Person 

Every natural person, firm, co -partnership, ass ociation or corporation.  

Police Officer  or Officers  

Every officer of the municipal police department or any officer author ized to direct or 

regulate traffic or to make arrest for violations of traffic regulations.  

Private Road 

Every way or place in private ownership and used for vehicle travel by the owner and those 

having express or implied permission from the owner, but not by other persons.  

Private Way 

A private road furnishing the primary means of access to two or more parcels of land.  

Railroad Crossing  

Any intersection of ways with a railroad right of way.  

Roadway 

That portion of a highway between the regularly established curb lines or that part, exclusive 

of shoulders, improved and intended to be used for vehicular traffic.  

Rotary Traffic  

The counter clockwise operation of vehicles or a vehicle around an object, structure, or 

island in the roadway. 

Safety Zone 

The area or space officially set apart within a roadway for the exclusive use of pedestrians 

and which is protected or is so marked with pavement markings or indicated by adequate 

signs, as to be plainly visible at all times while set apart as a safety zone.  

Scooter  

A vehicle consisting of a long foot board between two small end wheels, aligned in a linear 

fashion, controlled by an upright steering handle attached to the front wheel, which is 

powered by a human. 

Sidewalk 

That portion of a street between the curb lines, or the lateral lines of a roadway, and the 

adjacent property lines, intended for use of pedestrians.  

Skateboard  

A non-motori zed vehicle consisting of a long foot board between two sets of wheels, with 

steering controlled by weight distribution.  

Shared Street  

A public right -of-way without a designated sidewalk, where users are permitted to use the 

entire public right -of-way. 
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Stand or Standing 

Means the halting of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise than for the purpose of, 

and while actually engaged in receiving or discharg ing passengers.  

Stop  

When required means complete cessation from movement.  

Stop or Stopping  

When prohibited means any halting even momentarily of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, 

except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the 

directions of a police officer or traffic -control sign or signal.  

Street or Highway 

The entire width between boundary lines of every way publicly maintained when any part 

thereof is open to the use of the public for purposes of vehicular traffic.  

Taxicab Stand 

An area in the roadway in which certain taxicabs are required to park while waiting to be 

engaged. 

Traffic  

Pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles, street cars, and other conveyances either 

singularly or together while using any highway for purposes of travel.  

Traffic Control Area  

Any area along any way, other than an intersecting way, at which drivers are to be controlled 

by traffic -control signals.  

Traffic Control Signal  

Any device using colored lights, which conforms to the standards as prescribed by the 

Department of Public Works of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and /or by the Federal 

Highway Administration Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and/or The Institute of 

Transportation Engineers Reference Manuals.¯ whether manually, electrically, or 

mechanically oper ated, by which traffic  may be alternately directed  to stop and to proceed.  

Traffic Director  

The Director of the Department of Traffic, Parking and Transportation of the City of 

Cambridge.  

Traffic Division  

The traffic division of the Police Department of the City of Cambridge.  

Traffic Department  

The Department of Traffic, Parking and Transportation of the City of Cambridge.  

Traffic Island  

Any area or space set aside, within a roadway, which is not intended for use by vehicular 

traffic.  
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U-Turn 

The turning of a vehicle whereby the direction of such vehicle is reversed.  

Vehicle 

Every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported or drawn 

upon a highway, including bicycles and any attachments thereto when the provisions of 

these rules are applicable to them, except other d evices moved by human power or used 

exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.  
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It shall be the duty of the Police Department to enforce the street traffic regulations of this 

city and all of the state veh icle laws applicable to street traffic in this city, to make arrests for 

traffic violations, to investigate accidents and to cooperate with the Traffic Director and 

other officers of the city in the administration of the traffic laws and in developing ways  and 

means to improve traffic conditions, and to carry out those duties specially imposed upon 

said division by these regulations.  

 
It shall be the duty of the traffic division, assisted by other police officers of the department, 

to investigate traffic accidents, to arrest and to assist in the prosecution of those persons 

charged with violations of law causing or contributing to such accidents.  

 
Whenever the accidents at any particular locati on become numerous, the traffic division 

shall cooperate with the Traffic Director in con ducting studies of such accidents and 

determining remedial measures.  

 
The traffic division shall maintain a suitable system of filing traffic accident reports. Accident 

reports or cards referring to them shall be filed alphabetically by location. Such reports shall 

be available for the use and information of the Traffic Director.  

 
(a) The Police Commissioner sha ll keep a record of all operators involved in accidents 

within his/her municipality.  

(b) The Police Commissioner shall report to the registrar of motor vehicles such operators 

as are found to be constant violators of these regulations.  

 
The Police Department shall annually prepare a traffic report which shall be filed with the City 

Manager and Traffic Director. Such report shall contain information on traffic matters in this 

city as follows:  

(a) The number of traffic accidents, the number of persons killed, the number of persons 

injured, and other pertinent traffic accident data;  

(b) The number of traffic accidents investigated and other pertinent data on the safety 

activities of the police;  

(c) The plans and recommend ations of the division for future traffic safety activities.  

 
The Police Department shall designate a type of pennant or other identifying insignia to be 

displayed upon, or other metho d to be employed to identify the vehicles in funeral 

processions.  



 18 

 
The Traffic Director shall adopt, alter or repeal rules and regulations, relative to vehicular and 

pedestrian traffic in the streets of the city and to the mov ement, stopping, standing or 

parking, of vehicles on, and their exclusion from, any or all streets under the control of the 

city; and shall erect, make and maintain, or cause to be erected, made and maintained all 

traffic control devices, warning and guide  signs; and shall prescribe a schedule of fines for 

all regulations; as authorized by the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

 
The Traffic Director shall make all emergency, temporary or experimental reg ulations to 

cover emergency or special conditions.  

 
The traffic board shall be constituted as provided by the General Laws of the Commonwealth 

of Massachusetts and shall have the power under certain conditions to void regulations 

made by the Traffic Director as provided by the General Laws of the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts.  

 
(a) Officers of the Police Department or such officers as are assigned by t he Police 

Commissioner are hereby authorized to direct all traffic by voice, hand, or signal in 

conformance with traffic laws, provided that, in the event of a fire or other emergency in 

order to expedite traffic or to safeguard pedestrians, officers of th e Police Department 

may direct traffic as conditions may require notwithstanding the provisions of the traffic 

laws. 

(b) Officers of the Fire Department, when at the scene of a fire, may assist the police in 

directing, or, in the absence of police, may direct traffic thereat or in the immediate 

vicinity.  

(c) No officer shall, except in the event of a fire or other emergency, turn -off, or turn to 

flashing, any traffic signal not specifically arranged for manual control without specific 

permission from the Police Com missioner or in his/her absence the officer in  charge 

of the Police Department, or the Traffic Director, or in his/her absence, the person in 

charge of the Traffic Department. In the event of a fire or emergency the officer shall 

make a record of the time  placed to flashing and the time restored back into normal 

service and report these times to the Police Commissioner and Traffic Director as soon 

as practical.  

 
No person shall willfully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order or direction of an officer 

as defined in Article 1, relating to the direction, control or regulation of traffic. Any person 

acting in conformity with any such order or direction shall be relieved from the observance 

of these rules and regulations with which it conflicts.  
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Every person propelling any push cart or riding an animal upon a roadway, and every -person 

driving any animal-drawn vehicle, shall be subject to the provisions of these regulations 

applicable to the driver of any vehicle, except those provisions of these regulations which by 

their very nature can have no application.  

 
No person upon roller skates, or riding in or by means of any coaster,  toy vehicle, or similar 

device, shall go upon any roadway except while crossing a street on a crosswalk and when 

so crossing such person shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the 

duties applicable to pedestrians.  

 
The provisions of these regulations shall apply to the driver of any vehicle owned by or used 

in the service of the United States Govern ment, this State, County, or City, and it shall be 

unlawful for any said driver to violate any of the provisions of these regulations, except as 

otherwise permitted in these regulations or by State statute.  

 
The provisions of these rules and regulations s hall not apply to drivers actually engaged in 

work upon a street or highway closed to travel or under construction or repair, to officers 

when engaged in the perfor mance of their public duties, or to drivers of emergency vehicles 

while operating in an emergency and in performance of their public duties, when the nature 

of the work of any of these necessitates departure from any part of these rules and 

regulations. These exemptions shall not, however, protect the driver of any vehicle from the 

consequences of a reckless disregard of the safety of others.  

 
The Traffic Director shall place and maintain traffic -control signs, signals, and devices when 

and as required under the traffic regulatio ns of this city to make effective the provisions of 

said regulations, and may place and maintain such additional traffic -control devices as 

he/she may deem necessary to regulate traffic under the traffic regulations of this city or 

under state law or to gu ide or warn traffic.  

 
All traffic -control signs, signals and devices shall conform to specifica tions approved by the 

Department of Public Works of the Common wealth of Massachusetts and/or by the Federa l 

Highway Administration Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and/or The Institute of 

Transportation Engineers Reference Manuals.¯ All signs and signals required hereunder for 

a particular purpose shall so far as practicable be uniform as to type and location throughout 

the city. All traffic -control devices so erected by order of the Traffic Director and not 

inconsistent with the provisions of state law or these regulations shall be official 

traffic -control devices.   
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The driver of any vehicle shall obey the instructions of any official traffic -control device 

applicable thereto placed in accordance with the provisions of these regulations unless 

otherwise directed by a traffic or police officer, subject to th e exceptions granted the driver 

of an authorized emergency vehicle in these regulations.  

 
No provision of these regulations for which official traffic -control devices are required shall  

be enforced against an alleged violator if at the time and place of the alleged violation an 

official device is not in proper position and sufficiently legible to be seen by an ordinarily 

observant person. Whenever a particular section does not state that  official traffic -control 

devices are required, such section shall be effective even though no devices are erected or 

in place. 

 
Whenever traffic is controlled by traffic -control signals exhibiting different colored lights, or 

colored lighted arrows, successively one at a time or in combination, only the -colors Green, 

Red and Yellow shall be used, except for special pedestrian signals carrying a word legend 

or approved symbol, and said lights shall indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles and 

pedestrians as follows:  

(a) Green Signal Indication 

(1) Drivers  of vehicles facing a circular green indication may proceed straight through or 

turn right or left unless a sign at such place prohibits either such turn. However drivers 

of vehicles, including those turning right or left, shall yield the right of way to other 

vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully within the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk 

at the time such signal is exhibited.  

(2) Drivers of vehicles facing a green arrow indication, sho wn alone or in combination 

with another indication may cautiously enter the intersection only to make the 

movement as is permitted by other indications shown at the same time. Such drivers 

shall yield the right of way to pedestrians lawfully within an adja cent crosswalk and to 

other traffic lawfully using the intersection.  

(3) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian -control  signal as provided in Section 4.6 

or 4.7, pedestrians facing any green indication, except when the sole green indication 

is a turn arrow, may proceed across the roadway within any marked crosswalk, in the 

direction of the green indication.  

(b) Steady Yellow Signal Indication  

(1) While the yellow indication is illuminated, waiting drivers shall not proceed and any 

other driver approaching the intersection or marked stop line, shall stop at such point 

unless so close to the intersection that a stop cannot be made in safety, provided 

however, that if a green arrow is illuminated at the same time, drivers may enter the 

intersection to make the mov ement permitted by such arrow  

(2) Pedestrians facing a steady yellow indication, unless otherwise directed by a 

pedestrian -control signal as provided in Seetion 4.6 or 4.7, are thereby advised that 

there is insufficient time to cross the roadway before a red i ndication is shown and no 

pedestrian shall then start to cross the roadway.  
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(c) Steady Red Signal Indication  

(1) Drivers of vehicles facing a steady circular red indication alone shall stop at a (i) clearly 

marked stop line, or if none, (ii) before entering the cr osswalk on the near side of the 

intersection, or if none (iii) before entering the intersection. After stopping; the driver 

of the vehicle may make either (i) a right turn or (ii) if on a one-way street a left turn to 

another one -way street, but shall yiel d the right -of-way to pedestrians and other 

traffic proceeding as directed by the signal at said intersection except as provided 

below. 

(2) No driver of a vehicle facing a red indication shall make a right turn where official ®No 

Turn on Red¯ traffic signs are  installed and maintained prohibiting such turn, at 

intersections as described in Schedule 4A incorporated herein and made a part 

hereof available at the Traffic Department.  

(3) No driver of a vehicle facing a red indica tion shall make a left turn from a one -way 

street into another one -way street, where official traffic signs  are installed and 

maintained prohibiting such turn at inter sections as described in Schedule 4A 

incorporated herein and made a part hereof available at the Traffic Department.  

(4) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian -control signal as provided in Section 4.6 

or 4.7, pedestrians facing a steady red signal alone shall not enter the roadway.  

(d) Pedestrian Signal Indication  

Whenever the signal word "Walk" or approved walk symbol is illuminated,  pedestrians 

facing such indication may proceed across  the roadway and in the direction of such 

signal only. 

(e) Mid-Block Signals 

In the event an official traffic -control signal is erected and maintained at a place other 

than an intersection, the provisions o f the section shall be applicable except as to those 

provisions which by their nature can have no application.  Any stop required shall be made 

at a sign or marking on the pavement indicating where the stop shall be made, but in the 

absence of any such sign  or marking the stop shall be made at the signal.  

 
Whenever special pedestrian -control signals exhibiting the words "Walk", "Don't Walk" or 

approved symbol are in place, such signals shall indicate as follows:  

(a) Walk. Pedestrians facing such signals may proceed across the roadway in the direction 

of the signal and shall be given the right -of-way by the drivers of all vehicles.  

(b) Flashing Don't Walk. No pedestrian shall start to cross the roadway in the direction of 

such signal, but any pedestrian who has partially completed his crossing on the walk 

signal shall proceed to a sidewalk or safety island while the Flashing Don't Walk signal is 

showing. 

(c) Steady Don­t Walk. No pedestrian shall start to cross the roadway in the direction of 

such signal. 

 
(a) Whenever an illuminated flashing red or yellow signal is used in a traffic sign or signal it 

shall require obedience by drivers of vehicles as follows : 
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(1) Flashing red (stop signal). When a red lens is illuminated with rapid intermittent 

flashes, drivers of v ehicles shall stop before entering the nearest crosswalk at an 

intersection or at a limit line when marked, or if none, then before entering the 

intersection, and the right to proceed shall be subject to rules applicable after making 

a stop at a stop sign.  

(2) Flashing yellow (caution signal). When a yellow lens is illuminated with rapid 

intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles may proceed through the intersection or pass 

such signal only with caution.  

(b) This section shall not apply at railroad grade crossings. Conduct of drivers of vehicles 

approaching railroad grade crossings shall be governed by the rules as set forth in 

Section 8.5 of these regulations.  

 
When lane-direction -control signals are placed over the individual lanes of a street or 

highway, drivers of vehicles may travel in any lane over which a green signal is shown, but 

shall not enter or travel in any lane over which a red signal is shown.  

 
(a) No person shall place, maintain or display upon or in view of any highway an 

unauthorized sign, signal, marking or device which purports to be or is an imitation of or 

resembles an official traffic -control device or railroad sign  or signal, or which attempts 

to direct the movement of traffic, or which hides from view or interferes with the 

effectiveness of any official traffic -control device or any railroad sign or signal.  

(b) No person shall place or maintain nor shall any public aut hority  permit upon any 

highway any traffic sign or signal bearing thereon any commercial advertising.  

(c) Every such prohibited sign, signal or marking is hereby declared to be a public nuisance 

and the authority having jurisdiction over the highway is hereby  empowered to remove 

the same or cause it to be removed without notice.  

 
No person shall, without lawful authority, attempt to or in fact alter, deface, injure, knock down 

or remove any official traffic -control device or any other part thereof.  

 
The Traffic Director is hereby authorized:  

(a) To designate and maintain, by appropriate devices, marks, or lines upon the s urface of 

the roadway, crosswalks at intersections where in his/her opinion there is particular 

danger to pedestrians crossing the roadway, and at such other places as he/she may 

deem necessary.  

(b) To establish safety zones of such kind and character and at s uch places as he/she may 

deem necessary for the protection of pedestrians.  

 
The Traffic Director is hereby authorized to mark traffic lanes upon the roadway of any street 

or highway where a regular alignment of traffic is necessary.  
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Pursuant to Section 193 of Chapter 218 of the Acts of 2016, ®An Act Modernizing Municipal 

Finance and Government¯, the Traffic Director sets the speed limit at twenty-five (25) miles 

per hour on all ways located within ®thickly settled or business districts¯ as defined by G.L. c. 

90, § 1, unless otherwise posted, and it shall be unlawful for any person to drive a vehicle at 

a speed in excess of this limit in any location so declared in these reg ulations. 

 
Pursuant to Section 194 of Chapter 218 of the Acts of 2016, ®An Act Modernizing Municipal 

Finance and Government¯ the Traffic Director sets the speed limit at twenty (20) miles per 

hour on certain ways, as described in Schedule R ®Twenty (20) Miles Per Hour Safety Zones¯ 

incorporated herein and made a part hereof available at the Traffic Department, and it shall 

be unlawful for any person to drive a vehicle at a speed in excess of this limit in any location 

so declared in these regula tions described in Schedule R incorporated herein and made a 

part hereof available at the Traffic Department, when signs are in place giving notice thereof.  

 
The state traffic laws regulating the speed of vehicles, including as d etailed in Section 5.1 

and 5.2 of this article, shall be applicable upon all streets within this city, except as these 

regulations, as authorized by state law, hereby declare and determine upon the basis of 

engineering and traffic investigation that certai n speed regulations shall be applicable upon 

specified streets or in certain areas, in which event it shall be unlawful for any person to drive 

a vehicle at a speed in excess of any speed so declared in these regulations described in 

Schedule 2 incorporate d herein and made a part hereof available at the Traffic Department, 

when signs are in place giving notice thereof.  

 
The driver of a vehicle intending to turn at an intersection shal l do so in the manner described 

in G.L. c.90, §14 . 

 
(a) The Traffic Director is authorized to place markers, buttons, or signs within or adjacent 

to intersections indicating the course to be traveled by vehic les turning at such 

intersections.  

(b) The Traffic Director is authorized to place markers, buttons, or signs within or adjacent 

to intersections indicating that certain lanes are to be used for turning movements only 

described in Schedule A incorporated herein and made a part hereof available at the 

Traffic Department.  

(c) When authorized markers, buttons, or other indications are placed within an 

intersection indicating the course to be traveled by vehicles turning thereat, or 

indicating that ve hicles in certain lanes must turn, no driver of a vehicle shall disobey 

the directions of such indications.  
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The Traffic Director is hereby authorized to determine those intersections at which drivers 

of vehicles sha ll not make a right, left or U turn, or shall only make a right or left turn, and shall 

place proper signs at such intersections, in acco rdance with a list of locations  described in 

Schedule A incorporated herein and made a part hereof available at the Tra ffic Department.   

 
Whenever authorized signs are erected indicating that no right, or left, or U -turn is permitted, 

or a right, or left turn is required, no driver of a vehicle shall disobey the directions of any such 

sign. 

 
The driver of any vehicle shall not turn such vehicle so as to proceed in the opposite direction 

upon any street in a business district and shall not upon any other street so turn a vehicle 

unless such movement can be made in safety an d without interfering with other traffic.  

 
Whenever any regulation of this city designates any one -way street or alley the Traffic 

Director shall place and maintain signs giving notice thereof, and no such regulation shall be 

effective unless such signs are in place. Signs indicating the direction of lawful traffic move -

ment shall be placed at every intersection where movement of traffic in the opposite 

direction is prohibited, so  that at least one sign will be clearly visible for a distance of at least 

seventy -five (75) feet to drivers approaching the exit.  

 
Upon those streets and parts of streets and in those alleys described in Schedule 3  

incorporated h erein and made a part hereof available at the Traffic Department, drivers of 

vehicles shall move only in the indicated direction when signs indicating the direction of 

traffic are erected and maintained at every intersection where movement in the opposite 

direction is prohibited.  

 
(a) At the intersections described in Schedule 4 incorporated herein and made a part 

hereof available at the Traffic Department  no person operating a vehicle on the streets 

described shall enter the other stree ts described to proceed in the direction listed, at 

the times listed.  

(b) Official traffic signs bearing the legend "DO NOT ENTER" shall be erected and 

maintained on the streets where entry is restricted facing the traffic which would enter 

in the restricted d irection.  

(c) Where contraflow bicycle travel is permitted, official traffic signs bearing the legend 

®DO NOT ENTER EXCEPT BICYCLES¯ shall be erected and maintained on the streets 

where non-bicycle entry is restricted, facing traffic that would otherwise enter  in the 

restricted direction.  
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(a) In accordance with the provi sions of G.L. c.89, §9 the streets listed in Schedule B are 

designated as Stop str eets at the intersections and in the direction indicated.  

(b) In accordance with the foregoing the erection and maintenance  of official "STOP" 

signs or flashing red signal indications is authorized so as to face the streets or 

intersections as provided for in  accordance with Schedule B incorporated herein and 

made a part hereof available at the Traffic Department.  

 
The driver of a vehicle within a business or residence district emerging from an alley, 

driveway or build ing shall stop such vehicle immediately prior to driving onto a sidewalk or 

onto the sidewalk area extending across any alleyway or driveway, and shall yield the right of 

way to any pedestrian as may be necessary to avoid collision, and upon entering the r oadway 

shall yield the right of way to all vehicles approaching on said roadway.  

 
No driver shall enter an intersection or a marked crosswalk unless there is sufficient space 

on the other side of the intersection or crosswalk to accommodate the vehicle he/she is 

operating without obstructing the pas sage of other vehicles or pedestrians , notwithstanding 

any traffic contro l signal indication to proceed.  

 
(a) Whenever any person driving a vehicle approaches a railroad  grade crossing under 

any of the circumstances stated in this Section, the driv er of such vehicle shall stop 

within 50 feet but not less than 15 feet from the nearest rail of such railroad, and shall 

not proceed until he/she can do so safely. The foregoing requirements shall apply 

when: 

(1) A clearly visible electric or mechanical signal  device gives warning of the immediate 

approach of a railroad train;  

(2) A crossing gate is lowered or when a human flagman gives or continues to give a 

signal of the approach or passage of a railroad train;  

(3) A railroad train approaching within approximately 1, 500 feet of the highway crossing 

emits a signal audible from such distance and such railroad train, by reason of its 

speed or nearness to such crossing, is an immediate hazard;  

(4) An approaching railroad train is plainly visible and is in hazardous proximity to such 

crossing.  

(b) No person shall drive any vehicle through, around or under any crossing gate or barrier 

at a railroad crossing while such gate or barrier is closed or is being opened or closed.  

 
(a) In accordance with the provisions o f G.L. c.89, §9, the streets listed in Schedule B are 

designated as Yield streets at the intersections and in the direction indicated.  
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(b) This section shall not apply when the traffic is otherwise directed by an officer or by a 

lawful traffic regulating sign,  signal or device or as provided in section 9.4 of these 

regulations.   

 
For Law of the Commonwealth, See G.L. c.89, §7A. 

 
For Law of the Commonwealth, See G.L. c.89, §7A. 

 
For Law of the Commonwealth, See G.L. c.272, §42. 

 
(a) Each driver in a funeral or other procession shall drive as near to the right -hand edge of 

the roadway as practicable and shall follow the vehicle ahea d as close as is practicable 

and safe. 

(b) At an intersection where a traffic -control signal is operating or a stop sign located, the 

driver of the first vehicle in a funeral or other procession shall be the only one governed 

by the traffic signal indication o r the stop sign.  

 
A funeral composed of a procession of vehicles shall be identified as such by the display 

upon the outside of each vehicle of a pennant or other identifying insignia or by such other 

method as may be de termined and designated by the police department.  

 
No person shall take part in any parade, procession or other organized formation of persons 

or vehicles, other than a funeral procession in or upon any street, way, highway, road or 

parkway under the control of the city unless the Traffic Director has issued a permit 

approved by the  Police Commissioner, for such parade, procession or forma tion. Said permit 

shall designate the time, place and manner of such parade, procession or formation. Before 

a permit is issued, written application giving the time, place and manner of such parade, 

procession or for mation shall be filed with the Traffic Director sufficiently in advance to allow 

for any planning for the eve nt. 

 
For Law of the Commonwealth, See G.L. c.89, §1. 

 
For Law of the Commonwealth, See G.L. c.89, §2. 

 
The driver of a vehicle shall not pass or overtake a ve hicle proceeding in the same direction 

unless there is sufficient clear space ahead on the right side of the roadway to permit the 

overtaking to be concluded without impeding the safe operation of the vehicles ahead.  
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For Law of the Commonwealth, See G.L. c.89, §4.  

 
For Law of the Commonwealth, See G.L. c.89, §4. 

 
(a) A vehicle passing around a rotary traffic island shall be dri ven only to the right of such 

island. 

(b) At any intersection of ways or other place in which there are marked or permanent 

channelizing islands or safety zones, drivers of vehicles shall proceed only as indicated 

by signs, signals, or markings. 

(c) No person shal l drive through or over or park a motor vehicle upon, any channelizing 

island or safety zone unless otherwise directed by a police officer.  

 
For Law of the Commonwealth, See G.L. c.89, §4A & B. 

 
The driver of a motor vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more closely than is reasonable 

and prudent, having due regard for the speed of such vehicles and the traffic upon and the 

condition of the highway.  

 
Except on one -way street s, whenever  any highway has been divided into two or more 

roadways by leav ing an intervening space or by physical barrier or clearly indicated dividing 

section so constructed as to impede vehicular traffic, every vehicle shall be driven only upon  

the right -hand roadway unless directed or permitted to use another roadway by official 

traffic -control devices or police officers. No vehicle shall be driven over, across or within any 

such dividing space, barrier or section, except through an opening in such physical barrier 

or dividing section or space or at a cross -over or intersection as established.  

 
The driver of any vehicle before starting, turning from a direct line, or backing, shall first see 

that such movement can be made in safety. If such movement cannot be made in safety or 

if it interferes with the informal movement of traffic, said driver shall wait for a more favorable 

opportunity to make such movement.  

 
The driver of any vehicle shall not back the vehicle around a corner or into an intersection 

and shall not in any event or at any place back a vehicle unless such movement can be made 

in safety. 
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(a) When traffic -control sig nals are not in place or not in operation the driver of a vehicle, 

which for the purposes of this regulation shall include bicycles, shall yield the right of 

way, slowing down or stopping if need be so to yield, to a pedestrian crossing the 

roadway within a marked crosswalk when the pedestrian is upon the half of the roadway 

upon which the vehicle is traveling or when the pedestrian approaches from the 

opposite half of the roadway to within 5 feet of that half of the roadway upon which the 

vehicle is travel ing. No operator of a vehicle shall pass another vehicle which has been 

stopped at a marked crosswalk to permit a pedestrian to cross a way, nor shall any 

operator enter a marked crosswalk until there is sufficient sp ace on the other side of 

the crosswalk to accommodate the vehicle he/she is operating notwithstanding any 

traffic -control signal indication to proceed.  

(b) The provisions of these regulations and those drafted under the provisions of G. L. c.90, 

§18A, shall not in any way abrogate the provis ions of  G.L. c.90, §14 and 14A which 

provides: "Precautions for Safety of Other Travelers" and for the "Protection of Blind 

Persons Crossing Ways". Furthermore, notwithstanding the provisions of these 

regulations every driver of a vehicle shall exercise due care to avoid colliding with any 

pedestrian upon the roadway and shall give warning by sounding the horn when 

necessary and shall exercise proper precautions which may become necessary for safe 

operation.  

 
The driver of a vehicle shall not drive within any sidewalk area except at a permanent or 

temporary driveway.  

 
No person shall open the door of a motor vehicle on the side available to moving traffic 

unless and until it is reasonably sa fe to do so, nor shall any person leave a door open on the 

side of a motor vehicle avail able to moving traffic for a period of time longer than necessary 

to load or unload passengers.  

 
(a) No person shall ride on any portion of a motor vehicl e not designed or intended for the 

use of passengers except in that part of a truck within which the load is usually carried.  

(b) No person shall board a moving vehicle without the consent of the person in charge 

thereof.  

 
No person riding upon any bicycle, coaster, roller skates, sled or toy vehicle shall attach the 

same or himself to any vehicle upon a roadway.  

 
For Law of the Commonwealth, See G.L. c.90, §13. 
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(a) No person shall drive in such a manner as to obstruct unnecessarily the normal 

movement of traffic upon any street or highway. Officers are hereby authorized to 

require any driver who fails to comply with this section to drive to the side of the 

roadway and wait until such traffic as has bee n delayed has passed. 

(b) No driver shall enter an intersection or marked crosswalk unless there is sufficient 

space on the other side of the intersection or crosswalk and on the right half of the 

roadway to accommodate the vehicle he/she is operating without obstructing the 

passage of other vehicles or  pedestrians notwithstanding any traffic -control signal 

indication to proceed, except that on a one -way street drivers shall not be restricted to 

the use of the right half of the roadway.  

 
For Law of the Commonwealth, See G.L. c.85, §36. 

 
For Law of the Commonwealth, See G.L. c.265, §32 & c.270, §16. 

 
The driver of a vehicle shall give an audible warning with his horn or other suitable warning 

device whenever necessary to insure safe opera tion. 

 
No driver shall enter upon the road surface of any street or highway or section thereof, when, 

by reason of construction, surf ace treatment, maintenance or the like, or because of some 

unprotected hazard, such road surface is closed to travel, and one or more signs, lights or 

signals have been erected to indicate that all or part of the road surface of the street or 

highway is not to be used, or when so advised by an officer, watchman, member of a street 

or highway crew or employee of the city either audibly or by signals.  

 
(a) The Traffic Director shall determine which streets are classified as shared streets. Each 

of these shall be posted as a ®Shared Street¯ and described in Schedule Q incorporated 

herein and made part hereof available at the Traffic Department.  

(b) All public right -of-ways defined as a ®Shared Street¯ shall operate in the following 

manner. 

(1) All types of mot orized vehicles and non -motorized vehicles including bicycles must 

yield to pedestrians.  

(2) All types of motorized vehicles and non -motorized vehicles including bicycles shall 

use caution and travel at a speed that ensures pedestrian safety. A speed greater 

than 10 miles per hour is considered hazardous to pedestrians.  

(3) A ten-foot unobstructed passage must be maintained as all times for emergency 

vehicle access and said regulation shall be enforced under the au thority of Section 

14.1 (b)(9). 
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Every person driving any animal -drawn vehicle upon a roadway shall be granted all of the 

rights and shall be subject to all of the duties appli cable to the driver of a vehicle by these 

regulations except those pro visions of these regulations which by their very nature can have 

no application. No person shall drive an animal -drawn vehicle without special written 

permission from the Traffic Director except when such a vehicle is driven during a permitted 

special event .  

 
No person shall drive nor guide two or more horses harnessed respec tively to different 

vehicles. 

 
(a) When a horse-drawn vehicle is backed up to a curb, the horse or horses shall be turned 

so as to stand parallel with the sidewalk and headed in the general direction of travel for 

the side of the street on which the vehicle is standing.  

(b) No horse shall be left unattended for a longer period than five minutes in any stree t or 

highway unless he/she is securely fastened by being tied to a post or a weight or unless 

the wheel of the vehicle to which he/she is harnessed is securely tied, fastened or 

chained, and the vehicle is of sufficient weight to prevent its being dragged at a 

dangerous speed with the wheels so secured.  

(c) No person shall feed a horse in any street unless the wheels of the vehicle to which it is 

harnessed are securely fastened during that time.  

 
No person when driving a vehicle with a horse or h orses attached there  to shall cease from 

holding the reins in his hands to guide and restrain the same, nor, when not riding, cease from 

walking by the head of the shaft or wheel horse, either holding or keeping within reach bridle 

or halter thereof.  

 
(a) No one shall drive a horse not in every respect fit for use and capable for the work on 

which it is employed and free from lameness and sores or any vice or disease likely to 

cause delay in traffic or accident or injury to pers ons or property.  

(b) No one shall ill treat, overload, overdrive or cruelly or unnecessarily beat any horse.  

(c) No one shall crack or so use a whip as to annoy, interfere with or endanger any person 

or excite any horse other than that which he/she is using.  

(d) No person having charge of a truck or a dray with an animal attached thereto shall drive 

the same at other than a moderate foot pace.  

 
Pedestrians shall obey the  directions of police officers  directing traffic; and whenever there 

is an officer directing traffic, a traffic control signal or a marked crosswalk within three 
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hundred (300) feet of a pedestrian, no such pedestrian shall cross a way or roadway except 

within the limits of a marked cro sswalk and as hereinafter provided in these regu lations. For 

the purpose of these regulations, a marked crosswalk shall only be construed to be that area 

of the roadway reserved for pedestrian crossing marked with white reflective pavement 

markings. 

 
(a) At a traffic -control signal location where pedestrian indications are provided but which 

are shown only upon actuation by means of a pedestrian push button, no pedestrian 

shall cross a roadway unless or until the pedestrian control signal p ush button has been 

actuated and then cross only on the proper pedestrian signal indication. At 

traffic -control signal locations where no pedestrian indication is provided, pedestrians 

shall cross only on the green indication.  

(b) At a traffic -control signal location, pedestrians shall yield the right of way to vehicles of 

a funeral or other procession or authorized emergency vehicle while in performance of 

emergency duties regardless of the signal indication given, and they shall not attempt 

to cross the road way until such vehicles or procession has passed at which time 

pedestrians shall then cross the roadway only as provided in these regulations.  

 
Pedestrians shall be subject to traffic -control signals as heretof ore declared in Sections 4.5, 

4.6 and 4.7 of these regulations, but at all other places pedestrians shall be granted those 

rights and be subject to the restrictions stated in this article.  

 
(a) No pedestrian shall sudden ly leave a sidewalk or safety island and walk or run into the 

path of a vehicle which is so close that it is impossible for the driver to yield the right of 

way. 

(b) Pedestrians shall at all times attempt to cross a roadway using the right half of 

crosswalks.  

(c) Where sidewalks are provided, it shall be unlawful for any pedestrian to walk along and 

upon an adjacent roadway whenever the sidewalk is open to pedestrian use.  

(d) Where sidewalks are not provided, any pedestrian walking along and upon a highway 

shall, when practicable, walk only on the left side of the roadway on its unfinished 

shoulder facing traffic which may approach from the opposite direction.  

(e) Persons alighting from the roadway side of any vehicle parked at the curb or edge of 

roadway shall proceed imme diately to the sidewalk or edge of roadway adjacent to 

vehicle, and shall cross the roadway only as authorized by these regulations.  

(f) It shall be unlawful for any person to actuate a pedestrian control signal or to enter a 

marked crosswalk unless a crossing  of the roadway is intended.  

 
(a) Every pedestrian crossing a roadway at any point other than within a marked crosswalk, 

as referred to in Section 11.4, shall yield the right of way to all vehicles upon the 

roadway. At a point where a pedestrian tunnel or overpass has been provided, 

pedestrians shall cross the roadway only by the use of the tunnel or overpass.  
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(b) No pedestrian shall cross a roadway at any place other than by a route at right angles to 

the curb or by the shortest  route to the opposite curb except in a marked crosswalk.  

 
No pedestrian shall pass through, around, over, or under any crossing gate or barrier at a 

railroad grade crossing while such gate or barrier is closed o r is being opened or closed.  

 
No person shall stand in a roadway for the purpose of soliciting a ride, employment, or 

business from the occupant of any vehicle.  

 
Any person who violates the provisions of thi s regulation which deal with the proper use of 

ways by pedestrians shall be punished as pro vided in G.L. c.90, §18A. 

 
Every person riding a bicycle upon a roadway shall be granted all of the rights and shall be 

subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of a motor vehicle by the laws of this state 

declaring rules of the road applicable to motor vehicles or by the traffic regulations of this 

city applicable to the driver of a motor vehicle, except as to special regulations in this article 

and except as to those provision of laws and regulations which by their nature can have no 

application.  

 
(a) Any person operating a bicycle shall ob ey the instructions of official traffic control 

signals, signs and other control devices applicable to vehicles, unless otherwise 

directed by a police officer.  

(b) Whenever authorized signs are erected indicating that no right or left or U -turn is 

permitted, n o person operating a bicycle shall disobey the direction of any such sign, 

except where such person dismounts from the bicycle to make any such turn, in which 

event such person shall then obey the regulations applicable to pedestrians.  

 
(a) Every bicycle operated upon a way shall be equipped with a braking system to enable 

the operator to bring the bicycle traveling at a speed of fifteen miles per hour to a 

smooth safe stop within thirty feet on a dry, clean, hard, level surface.  

(b) Every bicycle  when in use during the period from one -half hour after sunset to one -half 

hour before sunrise, shall be equipped with a lamp on the front which shall emit a white 

light visible from a distance of at least 500' to the front. To the rear, either a red lamp or 

a red reflector visible for not less than 600' when directly in front of lawful lower beams 

of head lamps on a motor vehicle.  

(c) The operator shall not carry any package, bundle or article except in a basket, rack, 

trailer or other device designated for su ch purpose.  The operator shall keep at least one 

hand upon the handlebars at all times.  
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For Law of the Commonwealth, see G.L. c.85, s11B and s11B1/2 

 
(a) The bicycle operator shall ride single file on any way except when passing. The bicycle 

operator may keep to the right when passing a motor vehicle which is moving in the 

travel lane or the way. The bicycle operator shall not pass to the right of a bus or 

minibus stopped at a designated bus stop.  

(b) The bicycle operator  shall signal by either hand their intention to stop or turn.  

(c) The bicycle operator shall not permit their bicycle to be drawn by any other moving 

vehicle.  

(d) The Traffic Director shall determine upon which streets to designate a bike lane and 

shall mark such streets as described in Schedule O incorporated herein and made part 

hereof. Schedule O is available at the Traffic Department.  

(e) The Traffic Director shall determine upon which streets a bicycle operator may ride on a 

one-way street in the opposite directi on and upon which is marked as a contra -flow 

bike lane. The Traffic Director shall mark such streets as described in Schedule P 

incorporated herein and made part hereof available at the Traffic Department.  

(f) The Traffic Director shall determine upon which sh ared streets, as defined in Se ction  

9.29, a bicycle operator may ride in the opposite direction as general traffic and shall 

post official signs bearing the legend ®Do Not Enter Except Bicycles¯ on the streets 

where non-bicycle vehicle entry is restricted,  facing traffic that would otherwise enter in 

the restricted direction . 

 
The driver of a bicycle emerging from an alley, driveway or building shall upon approaching 

a sidewalk or the sidewalk area extending across any alleywa y, yield the right of way to all 

pedestrians approaching on said sidewalk or sidewalk area, and upon entering the roadway 

shall yield the right of way to all vehicles approaching on said roadway.  

 
(a) Pedestrians have the right of way on all  sidewalks. The operator of a bicycle shall yield 

to pedestrians in all traffic situations.  

(b) The operator of a bicycle shall ride at a speed no greater than an ordinary walk when on 

a sidewalk or when entering or leaving a sidewalk.  

(c) The operator of a bicycl e shall give an audible warning before passing a pedestrian far 

enough in advance to allow the pedestrian time to react.  

(d) No one shall operate a bicycle on a sidewalk in a manner that endangers or would be 

likely to endanger any person or property.  

(e) The operator of a bicycle shall comply with all Federal, State and local regulations 

concerning lighting and helmet use as they apply to roadways when riding on a 

sidewalk. 

 
(a) No person shall ride a bicycle on any sidewalk within a business d istrict as defined in 

Article I. Except Peabody Street from Massachusetts Avenue to Cambridge Street.  
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(b) No person shall ride a bicycle on any sidewalk described in Schedule 4B  incorporated 

herein and made part here of available at the Traffic Department and which has been 

posted with appropriate signs and/or markings on the sidewalk.  

 
(a) Bicycles are permitted to park against a building, street sign pole  (except any street 

sign pole that  designate a disability/handicap parking space),  or on a bicycle rack or 

other facility specifically intended for that purpose.  

(b) Under no circumstances shall a bicycle obstruct the pedestrian path of travel or 

disability /handicap  access ramps. A parked bicy cle must leave at least 36 inches of an 

obstruction free path of travel.  

(c) Bicycles are not permitted to be parked to: fire hydrants, hand railings, be nches, trees, 

trash receptacles, Fix it stations and parking meters  or any sign pole, light pole and 

utilit y pole that has a sign designating a disability/handicap parking space.  

(d) Bicycles shall not be parked longer than 72 consecutive hours at the same loction in 

any business district as defined in section 12.8.  At no such time, shall a bicycle obstruct 

a person with disabilities access to a vehicle, walkway or building.  

(e) Bicycles in violation of the above regulations shall be tagged and removed immediately 

if presenting a public safety hazard as noted in section 12.9 (b) and given a 72 -hour 

notice to remove for violations in section 12.9 (c) and (d). Removed bicycles shall be 

held by the City of Cambridge Department of Public Works for a minimum of 30 days.  

(f) No motorized vehicles shall be parked on a bicycle rack or other facility specifically 

designed and intende d for bicycle parking. Violators are subject to immediate removal 

from the City of Cambridge Department of Public Works or Police Department.  

 
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this articl e every person stopping or parking upon a 

roadway shall so stop or park with both wheels, on the side of the vehicle adjacent to 

the curb, within 12 inches of the curb or edge of roadway.  

(b) Upon streets or parts of streets which have been marked or signed fo r angle parking, 

persons parking shall park with one wheel within 12 inches from the curb.  

(c) Upon any street or parts thereof where snow, ice or debris or other obstruction 

prevents the parking of a vehicle as specified in (a) or (b) above, any vehicle parke d with 

the wheels more than 12 inches from the curb shall be considered in violation of this 

section of the regulations.  

 
(a) Persons shall park in the direction of the flow of traffic pertaining to that side of the 

street on which the vehicle is parked.  

(b) Where angle parking is permitted either on the street or in public off -street parking lots, 

persons shall park with the front or rear of the vehicle facing into the curb or island as 

posted.  

(c) Vehicles parked contrary to the direction spec ified in this section shall be considered 

parked in the wrong direction.  
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(a) The Traffic Director shall determine upon what streets angle parking shall be permitted 

and shall mark and sign such streets as described in  Schedule C incorporated herein 

and made a part hereof available at the Traffic Department.  

(b) Angle parking shall not be indicated or permitted at any place on any two -way street 

where passing traffic would thereby be caused or required to drive upon the lef t side of 

the center line marking of the roadway.  

 
(a) On those streets which have been signed or marked by the Traffic Director for angle 

parking, no person shall park or stand a vehicle other than at the ang le to the curb or 

edge of the roadway indicated by such signs or markings.  

(b) Where parking stalls have been marked upon the roadway whether on city streets or 

municipal public parking places, persons shall park so that all four wheels of the vehicle 

shall be placed wholly within marked lines.  

(c) In any municipal public parking place under the control of the city, whether or not 

parking meters are installed therein, persons shall park wholly within a parking space 

duly designated for the parking of a vehicle by m arkings on the surface of the roadway, 

and at no other place within said municipal public parking place.  

(d) Violation of this section of the regulations shall be considered "Not Parking Within 

Designated Space¯. 

 
Except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic, or in com pliance with law or the 

directions of a police officer or official traffic control device, no person shall:  

(a) Stop  a Vehicle: 

(1) On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of a street;  

(2) Within an intersection;  

(3) On a safety zone or channelizing island; 

(4) Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when stopping, standing, 

or parking would obstruct traffic;  

(5) Upon any bridge or other elevated structure, or within a highway tunnel;  

(6) On any railroad tracks;  

(7) Adjacent to a safety zone, median island, traffic island or channelizing island;  

(8) In such a manner as to obstruct any curb ramp design ed for use by persons with 

disabilities;  

(9) On a sidewalk. 

(10) On the roadway in a manner that will obstruct fully or partially any Bicycle Lane 

or Bicycle Facility.  

(b) Stand or Park a Vehicle Whether Occupied or Not, Except Momentarily to Pick Up or 

Discharge a Passenger or Passengers;  

(1) This section has been intentionally deleted;  

(2) On a crosswalk; 
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(3) In front of a public or private driveway, private road, private way or alley;  

(4) Within 10 feet of a fire hydrant;  

(5) Within 20 feet of an intersection;  

(6) Within 20 feet of a crossw alk on the side from which traffic approaches, when 

properly sign posted;  

(7) Within 30 feet upon the approach to any flashing signal, stop sign or traffic -control 

signal located at the side of a roadway, when properly sign posted;  

(8) Within 20 feet of the drivew ay entrance to any fire station; and on the side of a street 

opposite the entrance to any fire station, within 75 feet of said entrance, when 

properly sign posted;  

(9) Upon a street, other than an alley or private way, in such a manner or under such 

conditions  as to leave available less than 10 feet of the width of the roadway for free 

movement of vehicular traffic;  

(10) Upon or within an alley or private way in such a manner or under such conditions 

as to leave available less than 10 feet of the width of the roadwa y for the free 

movement of vehicular traffic or in such position as to block the driveway entrance to 

any abutting property;  

(11) In any street or part thereof where signs have been placed for the purpose of 

facilitating the cleaning of streets, the maintenance  of streets, the plowing of snow or 

the removal of snow.  

 
Except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic, or in com pliance with law or the 

directions of a police officer or official traffic -control device, no person shall park a vehicle, 

whether occupied or not, except temporarily for the purpose of and while actually engaged 

in loading or unloading merchandise or passengers:  

(a) Within 50 feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing; when pro perly sign posted;  

(b) This section intentionally left blank  

(c) In front of or within three feet of the end of a curb -cut of any public or private driveway 

without signage and greater than three feet with proper signage if in the opinion of the 

Traffic Director or designee that additional space is required to ensure adequate 

unobstructed access.  

 
No person shall move a vehicle not lawfully under his control into any such prohibited area 

or away from a curb such a distance as is unlawful , except as provided in section 19.3 of 

these regulations.  

 
No person shall park or stand any Commercial Vehicle or Trailer having a capacity of two & 

one half (2 ½) tons or over on any part of any street, way, high way, road, or parkway under 

the control of the City for a period of time longer than one hour between the hours of 11P M 

and 6AM, on any day, and all day Sunday, except for vehicles actually being used, loaded, or 

unloaded during such time.  
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No person shall park a vehicle upon any roadway for the principal purpose of:  

(a) Displaying such vehicle for sale, or for the sole purpose of displaying advertising signs.  

(b) Washing, greasing or repairing such vehicle except repairs neces sitated by an 

emergency.  

(c) Storage. Parking or leaving a motor vehicle, or other vehicle or conveyance upon any 

public way without moving it from the place where it was parked for a period of more 

than 24 hours, shall be deemed to be storage and a violation of this section, except for 

a motor vehicle displaying a valid Resident Parking Permit and that vehicle is parked on 

a public way described in Schedule 7B (Permit Parking areas) incorporated herein and 

made a part hereof available at the Traffic Department . Vehicles stored in violation of 

this regulation are subject to fine and tow.  

(d) Trailer Parking. No person or driver shall park, cause or allow, any type of Trailer or 

Trailer body on any Public Way. Trailers parked in violation to this regulation are subje ct 

to fine and tow.  

 
(a) The Traffic Director is hereby authorized to erect signs indicating no standing or 

parking upon either or both sides of any street or parts thereof, adjacent to any  school 

property when such parking would, in the Traffic Director­s opinion, interfere with traffic 

or create a hazardous situation, as described in Schedule E incorporated herein and 

made a part hereof and made available at the Traffic Department.  

(b) The Traffic Director is hereby authorized to erect signs indicating no standing or 

parking at any curb adjacent to or near the entrances of a church, theatre, hotel, 

hospital, railway station, public building or any place of public assemblage.  

(c) When official signs  are erected indicating no standing or parking at places as 

authorized herein, no person shall stand or park a vehicle in any such designated place.  

 
(a) The Traffic Director is hereby authorized to erect signs indicating no stopping upon any 

street, alley, or private way, when the width of the roadway does not exceed 20 feet, or 

upon one side of a street, alley or private way, as indicated by such signs when the 

width of the roadway does not exceed 28 feet as de scribed in Schedule F incorporated 

herein and made a part hereof available at the Traffic Department.  

(b) The Traffic Director is hereby authorized to erect signs indicating no stopping upon any 

one-way street, alley, or private way, when the width of the road way does not exceed 18 

feet, or upon one side of a street, alley or private way, as indicated by such signs when 

the width of the roadway does not exceed 26 feet as described in Schedule F 

incorporated herein and made a part hereof available at the Traffic  Department.  

(c) When official signs prohibiting stopping are erected upon narrow streets as authorized 

herein, no person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle upon any such street in violation of 

any such sign. 
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(d) The Traffic Director is hereby autho rized to erect  signs indicating  ®Tow Zone No 

Stopping Fire Lane¯ upon any public way, alley or private way, when requested in writing 

by the City of Cambridge Fire Chief for the purpose to maintain a safe and adequate 

access for emergency vehicles.  

 
In the event a highway includes two or more separate roadways and traffic is restricted to 

one direction upon any such roadway, no person shall stand or park a vehicle upon the 

left -hand side of such one -way roadway unless signs are erec ted to permit such standing or 

parking. The Traffic Director is authorized to determine when standing or park ing may be 

permitted upon the left -hand side of any such one -way roadway and to erect signs giving 

notice thereof.  

 
(a) The Traffic Director is hereby authorized to determine and designate by proper signs, 

places  in which the stopping, standing, or parking of vehicles would create an especially 

hazardous condition or would cause unusual delay to traffic as described in Schedule G 

incorporated herein and made a part hereof available at the Traffic Department.  

(b) When official signs are erected at hazardous or congested places as described in 

schedule G incorporated herein and made a p art hereof available at the Traffic 

Department, no person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle in any such designated place.  

 
The Police Commissioner or his/her designee may authorize th e removal or tow of a motor 

vehicle parked on the public way that may pose a potential safety hazard to the general 

public. A potential safety hazard includes but is not limited to the following;  

(a) A vehicle, which has recently caught on fire or has protrudi ng materials that can pose 

an injury to the general public.  

(b) A vehicle that has been involved in a major accident or that has major damage.  

(c) An unsecured vehicle containing hazardous or dangerous materials.  

(d) A vehicle leaking hazardous materials.  

 
The Traffic Director is hereby authorized to determine the location of passenger and freight 

curb loading zones and shall place and maintain appropriate signs indicating the same as 

described in Schedule H incorporated herein and made a part hereof available at the Traffic 

Department.  

 
(a) No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle for any purpose or length of time except 

as provided in (b) below, other  than for expeditious unloading and delivery or pickup and 

loading of materials in any place marked as a curb loading zone. Vehicles must display a 

commercial license plate and be actively loading or unloading.  In no case shall the stop 

for loading and unl oading of materials exceed thirty minutes . 
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(b) The driver of a passenger license plate vehicle may stop temporarily at a place marked 

as a curb loading zone for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or 

unloading passengers or materials when such  stopping does not interfere with any 

commercial motor vehicle used for the transportation of materials which is waiting to 

enter or about to enter such zone. In no case shall the stop for loading and unloading of 

materials and passengers exceed fifteen mi nutes. 

 
The Traffic Director is hereby authorized and required to establish bus stops , bus stands, 

taxicab stands and stands for other passenger common -carrier motor vehicles on such 

public streets in such places and in such number as he/she shall determine to be of the 

greatest benefit and convenience to the public, and every such bus stop, bus stand, taxi cab 

stand, or other stand shall be effective only during such time as official signs a re erected and 

maintained by order of the Traffic Direc tor designating and showing the limits of such zone. 

Bus stops and bus stands have been established as described in Schedule J and taxi stands 

have been established as described in Schedule K, both in corporated herein and made a part 

hereof available at the Traffic Department.  

 
(a) The operator of a bus shall not stand or park such vehicle upon any street at any place 

other than a bus stand so d esignated as provided herein.  

(b) The operator of a bus shall not stop such vehicle upon any street at any place for the 

purpose of loading or unloading passengers or their baggage other than at a bus stop 

or bus stand so designated as provided herein, except in case of an emergency, or 

except in case the bus stop or bus stand is obstructed.  

(c) The operator of a bus shall enter a bus stop or bus stand on a public street in such a 

manner that the bus when stopped to load or unload passengers or baggage shall be in 

a position with the right front wheel of such vehicle not further than twelve inches from 

the curb and the bus approximately parallel to the curb so as not to unduly impede the 

movement of other vehicular traffic.  

(d) The operator of a taxicab shall not stand or park such vehicle upon any street at any 

place other than in a taxicab stand so designated as provided herein. Except when 

vehicle is used as a primary passenger vehicle for non -commercial purposes.  At such 

time, this vehicle shall adhere to the same pa rking regulations as a standard passenger 

plated vehicle. This provision shall not prevent the operator of a taxicab from 

temporarily stopping in accordance with other stopping or parking regulations at any 

place for the purpose of and while actually engag ed in the expeditious loading or 

unloading of passengers.  

 
(a) No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle other than a bus in a bus stand or bus stop 

when any such stop or stand has been officially designated and app ropriately signed, 

except that the driver of a passenger vehicle may temporarily stop therein for the 

purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading passengers when such 

stopping does not interfere with any bus waiting to enter or about to e nter such zone.  
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(b) No person shall stand, or park a vehicle other than a taxicab in a taxicab stand, when 

any such stop or stand has been officially designated and appropriately signed, except 

that the driver of a passenger vehicle may temporarily stop therei n for the purpose of 

and while actually engaged in loading or unloading passengers when such stopping 

does not interfere with any taxicab waiting to enter or about to enter such zone.  

 
The provisions of this article prohibiting the stopping, standing, or parking of a vehicle shall 

apply at all times or at those times  herein  specified or as indicated on official signs except 

when it is necessary to stop a vehicle to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with 

the directions of a police officer or official traffic -control device.  

 
The provisions of this article imposing a time limit on parking shall not relieve any person  

from the duty to observe other and more restrictive provisions prohibiting or limiting the 

stopping, standing or parking of vehicles in specified places or at specified times.  

 
(a) When signs are erected in each block giving no tice thereof, no person shall park a 

vehicle at any time upon any of the streets or sides thereof as described in Schedules 6 

and 6A incorporated herein and made part hereof available at the Traffic Department.  

(b) This section has been intentionally deleted.  

(c) This section has been intentionally deleted.  

(d) When signs are erected giving notice thereof, no person shall park a vehicle at any time 

in any parking space, as described in Schedule 6D incorporated herein and made part 

hereof available at the Traffic Depar tment, designated for disabled veterans and 

persons with disabilites unless said vehicle is owned and operated by a disabled 

veteran or by a persons with disabilites and bears a distinctive number plate or placard 

authorized by G.L. c.90, §2, or for any vehicle bearing the official identification of a 

persons with disabilites issued by any other state.   

(e) When signs are erected giving notice thereof, no person shall park a vehicle at anytime 

in any parking spaces, as described in Schedule 6E incorporated here in and made part 

hereof available at the Traffic Department, designated for ®Reserved Parking Only¯ 

except by special written permission by the Traffic Director or his/her designee. The 

Traffic Director reserves the right to rescind existing or deny any re quest which does 

not address and promotes the city­s policies regarding traffic congestion, 

environmental impacts and public safety.  Vehicles violating this regulation are subject 

to fines established in Article XXI, Schedule 13 and Section 16.3  

 
(a) When signs are erected in each block giving notice thereof, no person shall park a 

vehicle between the hours specified  on any day within the district or upon any of the 

streets or sides ther eof as described in Schedule 7 and 7A incorporated herein and 

made part hereof available at the Traffic Department.  
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(b) When signs are erected in each block giving notice thereof no person shall park a 

vehicle between the hours specified  on any day within the district or upon any of the 

streets or sides thereof as described in Schedule 7B incorporated herein and made 

part hereof available at the Traffic Department without a Resident Parking Permit issued 

by the Traffic Director.  

(c) When signs are erected in each block giving notice thereof, no person shall park a 

vehicle for longer than the time limit specified, between the time specified on any day 

except Sundays or legal holidays within the district, or upon any of the street, or in any 

municipal public parking place, EXCEPT WITH RESIDENT PARKING PERMIT, as 

described in Schedule 7C ®TIME LIMIT PARKING EXCEPT BY RESIDENTIAL PARKING 

PERMIT¯ incorporated herein and made part hereof available at the Traffic Department. 

This regulation is for the sole propose as to di scourage long -term parking in a 

residential area adjacent to or near a commercially zoned area or transportation access 

point.  

 
(a) If it is the judgement of the Traffic Director that threatening weather conditions may  

impair the free flow of vehicular traffic or that parked vehicles may impede the 

clearance of snow, then the Traffic Director may declare a state of emergency under 

the powers vested in him/her by statutory law.  

(b) Whenever such an emergency is declared by the Traffic Director and he/she shall have 

caused announcement thereof by the use of available news and other media, then no 

driver shall stand or park any vehicle within the limits of any designated and posted 

street as described in Schedule 8 or Schedule  L incorporated herein and made part 

hereof available at the Traffic Department.  

(c) This regulation shall not apply to commercial vehicles stopped temporarily during the 

actual loading or unloading of materials.  

 

 
(a) In any street or part thereof where signs have been erected by order of the Traffic 

Director for the purposes of facilitating the cleaning of streets, no person shall stand or 

park a vehicle on the  days and during the hours indicated as described in Schedule M 

incorporated herein and made a part hereof available at the Traffic Department.  

 
When signs are erected in each block giving notice thereof, no person s hall stop a vehicle 

between the hours specified as described in Schedule 9 incorporated herein and made part 

hereof available at the Traffic Department.  

 
When signs are erected in each block giving notice thereof, no person shall park a vehicle 

for longer than the time limit specified, between the time specified on any day except 

Sundays or legal holidays within the district, or upon any of the streets, or in any municipal 

public parking place, as described in Schedule  10 incorporated herein and made part hereof 

available at the Traffic Department.  
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Except as provided in Article XIV, whenever by this or any other regula tion of this city any 

parking time limit is imposed or parking is prohi bited o n designated streets, it shall be the 

duty of the Traffic Director to erect appropriate signs giving notice thereof and no such 

regulations shall be effective unless said signs are erected and in place at the time of any 

alleged offense.  

For sections; 14.1(b)(8), 14.2(b), 14.7 (a)(b), 14.7 (d), 14.9 (a)(b), 15.2 (a)(b), 15.5 (a)(b), 15.5(a), 

15.5(b), 16.3(a)(e), 16.3(d), 16.4(a). 16.4(b), 16.4(c), 16.5(b), 16.6 (a)(b), 16.7, 16.8, and 16.9, 

permanent signs shall be installed at distances that can be reasonably seen by drivers.  A 

parking regulation (except for streets with no parking or no stopping for the entire street 

block) shall be posted at the start of each street block (based on vehicle direction of travel) 

at a distance no greater tha n 75 feet f rom the beginning of each street block.  The remaining 

signs posted thereafter the first sign of each street block shall not be posted at a distance 

greater than 250 feet apart.  

For such street where permanent no parking or permanent no stopping is regulated for the 

entire street block, such parking restriction signs shall be posted at the start of each street 

block at a distance no greater than 100 feet from the beginning of each street block.  The 

remaining signs posted thereafter the first sign shall not be posted at a distance greater than 

300 feet apart.  

For section 18.3(b), temporary signs for the restriction of parking for a short duration of time 

(i.e. construction, moving van, and special event) shall be posted at a distance no greater 

than 75­ apart. When the restriction is for an area not including an entire street block, than a 

start and end point of said restriction must be posted by placing an arrow on each sign 

showing where the restriction starts and ends.  

 

 
(a) The Traffic Director may install parking meters in the parking meter zones established 

as provided in these regulations upon the curb immediately adjacent to each 

designated space, as described in Schedule N incorporated herein and made part 

hereof available at the Traffic Department. Said meters shall be capable of being 

operated, either automatically or mechanically, upon the deposit therein of a coin or 

coins of United States currency as described in Schedu le 10A incorporated herein and 

made part hereof available at the Traffic Department  

(b) Each parking meter shall be so designed, constructed, installed and set that upon the 

expiration of the time period registered, by the deposit of one or more coins, as 

prov ided herein, it will indicate by an appropriate signal that the lawful parking meter 

period has expired and during said period of time and prior to the expiration thereof, will 

indicate the interval of time which remains of such period. Each parking meter shall bear 

thereon a legend indicating the day and hours when the requirements to deposit coins 

therein shall apply, the value of coins to be deposited and the limited period of time for 

which parking is lawfully permitted in the parking meter zone in whic h such meter is 

located.  
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(a) The Traffic Director shall designate the parking space adjacent to each parking meter 

for which such meter is to be used by appropriate markings upon the curb and/or the 

pavement of the street. Parking meter s paces so designated shall be of appropriate 

length and width so as to be accessible from the traffic lanes of such street.  

(b) No person shall park a vehicle in any such designated parking meter space during the 

restricted or regulated time applicable to the p arking meter zone in which such meter is 

located so that any part of such vehicle occupies more than one such space or 

protrudes beyond the markings designating such space, except that a vehicle which is 

of a size too large to be parked within a single des ignated parking meter zone shall be 

permitted to occupy two adjoining parking meter spaces when coins shall have been 

deposited in the parking meter for each space so occupied as is required in this 

regulation for the parking of other vehicles in such spac e. 

 
(a) No person shall park a vehicle in any parking space upon a street alongside of and next 

to which a parking meter has been installed during the restricted and regulated time 

applicable to the parking meter zone in which s uch meter is located unless a coin or 

coins of United States currency of the appropriate denomination as provided in this 

regulation shall have been deposited therein, or shall have been previously deposited 

therein for an unexpired interval of time, and s aid meter has been placed in operation.  

(b) No person shall permit a vehicle within his/her control to be parked in any such parking 

meter space during the restricted and regulated time applicable to the parking meter 

zone in which such meter is located while  the parking meter for such space indicates by 

signal that the lawful parking time in such space has expired.  This provision shall not 

apply to the act of parking or the necessary time which is required to deposit 

immediately thereafter a coin or coins in such meter.  

(c) No person shall park a vehicle in any such parking meter space for a consecutive period 

of time longer than that limited period of time for which parking is lawfully permitted in 

the parking meter zone in which such meter is located, irrespect ive of the number or 

amounts of the coins deposited in such meter.  

(d) The provisions of this section shall not relieve any person from the duty to observe 

other and more restrictive provisions of this regulation and the state vehicle code 

prohibiting or limi ting the stopping, standing, or parking of vehicles in specified places 

or at specified times .  

(e) No driver, while operating any vehicle owned and bearing indicia of ownership by the 

city, state or federal governments, shall be required to deposit any fee in  a parking 

meter as provided in this section, but such driver shall be subject to the parking time 

limits specified.  

(f) No fee shall be required to be deposited in a parking meter and no time limit shall be 

imposed as provided in this section for the parking of any vehicle owned and driven by 

a disabled veteran or by a person with disabilities  and bearing a distinctive number plate 

or placard authorized by G.L. c.90, §2  
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No person shall deposit or attempt to deposit in any parking meter  any slug, button or any 

other device or substance as substitutes for coins of United States currency.  

 
No person shall deface, injure, tamper with, open or willfully break, destroy or impair the 

usefulness of any parking meter.  

 
(a) The coins deposited in parking meters shall be collected by the duly authorized agents 

of the Traffic Department and shall be deposited in a special fund to be known as the 

"Parking Fund". 

(b) All fees collected by said Traffic Department shall be used as authorized by G.L. c.40. 

 
When signs are erected giving notice thereof, no person shall operate any vehicle with a 

gross weight in excess of the amounts specified in Schedule 11 at any time upon any of the 

streets or parts of streets as described in  Schedule 11 incorporated herein and made a part 

hereof available at the Traffic Department.  

 
(a) When signs are erected giving notice thereof, no person shall operate any heavy 

commercial vehicle at any time upon any of the streets or parts of streets as described 

in Schedule 12 incorporated herein and made a part hereof available at the Traffic 

Department.  

(b) This section shall not apply to heavy commercial vehicles going to or coming from 

places upon said streets or adjoining streets or ways to which access cannot otherwise 

be gained, or to vehicles of municipal departments or public servic e corporations 

having emergency work to do on said streets or adjoining streets or to the United 

States Mail vehicles collecting mail on said streets.  

 
All vehicles, other than Buses, Authorized Emergency Vehicles actively responding to an 

emergency as described in G.L. c. 89, §7B, and Bicycles unless otherwise prohibited by signs 

and/or markings (®Bus Lane Authorized Vehicles¯), are prohibited from operating in a 

designated Bus Lane, unless such vehicle is making an immediate right turn into a street or 

driveway, or to lawfully park or exit from a parking space in a parking area immediately 

adjacent to the Bus Lane, or to access or exit a Curb Loading Zon e immediately adjacent to 

the Bus Lane. Vehicles other than Bus Lane Authorized Vehicles may only enter the Bus Lane 

100 feet in advance of a right turn location, 50 feet in advance of a location where they are 

parking or loading immediately adjacent to th e Bus Lane, and must exit any such Bus Lane 

within 50 feet after leaving such parking space or Curb Loading Zone, or as otherwise 

designated by signs and/or markings.  Bus Lane Authorized Vehicles may enter, exit and 

travel in Bus Lanes pursuant to any desi gnated signs and/or markings.  Bus Lanes have been 
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established as described in Schedule S, incorporated herein and made a part hereof 

available at the Traffic Department.  

 

 

 
(a) The Traffic Director or his/her designee or Police Commissioner or his/her designee is 

hereby authorized to close temporarily, any street or highway in an impe nding or 

existing emergency, public safety concern, or for any lawful assemblage, 

demonstration or procession provided there is reasonable justification for the closing 

of such street. At no time shall a street under routine or scheduled roadway 

constructi on be closed without permission from the Traffic Director or his/her 

designee.  

(b) The Traffic Director or his/her designee or Police Commissioner or his/her designee is 

hereby authorized to prohibit temporarily, stopping, standing, or parking on any street 

or highway or part thereof in any impending or existing emergency or for a lawful 

assemblage, demonstration or procession on or in the event of extraordinary or 

unusual circumstances. At no time shall a street under routine or scheduled roadway 

construction  be closed without permission from the Traffic Director or his/her 

designee.  

 
(a) No person shall construct or place any sign or other advertising device or obstacle 

upon the sidewalk of a height exceeding four feet above the roadway  within twenty feet 

of an intersection.  

(b) This section shall not apply to poles, wires, conduits and appurtenances of telegraph 

and telephone, water, gas, electric light, heat and power companies, street lights or 

traffic -control devices.  

 
(a) No person shall throw or put snow or ice in the area of the roadway normally used by 

moving traffic.  

(b) No person shall pile snow or ice in any roadway or on any sidewalk near an intersection 

so as to obstruct the vision above a height of 4 feet within 20 feet of th e intersection.  

 
Notwithstanding any regulation or ordinance to the contrary, no person shall deposit in any 

roadway at any place where the stopping or the standing or the parking of vehicles is 

prohibited by these regulations, any dead sh rub or tree, trimmings, earth from cellars, or any 

rubbish, unless the same shall be immediately removed therefrom, at the expense of the 

owner or other person making such deposit.  
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(a) Upon any street designated as an emergency artery, no person shall: occupy the street 

for the purpose  of moving buildings; dig in or tear up the street; raise or lower goods 

into and from buildings; open manholes; erect any staging for building; deposit an y 

stone, bricks, timber or building materials thereon; leave any article, material or 

merchandise; or park a cart or vehicle for the purpose of displaying merchandise; 

unless and until a permit has been issued by the Traffic Director.  

(b) Such permit as specif ied in this section shall specify the time, place, size and use of 

such opening, occupation or obstruction, and the time or times during which or within 

which the street must be in satisfactory condition to maintain the normal flow of traffic.  

(c) Such permit may require that the roadway be put in satisfactory condition by use of 

steel plating or other temporary structure during certain hours of the day, to maintain 

the flow of traffic, except when the work is of such emergency nature that the work 

continues on  a 24 hour basis. 

(d) Such permit as specified herein shall not be issued in lieu of any other permits, 

deposits, bonds or insurance policy required by the general ordinances of the city, but 

shall apply in addition, thereto.  

(e) Any such person occupying the stre et in such manner as referred to herein, illegally, 

may be required to cease such occupation immediately, and such materials left illegally, 

may be moved by or under the direction of an officer and at the owners expense.  

 
(a) No person shall place, erect or cause to be placed or erected within any roadway, any 

fixture or structure unless or until a permit has been issued by the  Traffic Director.  

(b) Such permit shall not be issued unless a deposit, bond or insurance policy  has been 

deposited with the city as specified by the General Ordinances of the City of 

Cambridge.  

 
Unless another penalty is expressly provided as described in Schedule 13, Section 21.2 

hereof, every person convi cted of a violation of any provision of these regulations shall be 

punished by a fine of not more than three hundred (300) dollars for each offense.  

 
In a prosecution charging a violation of any law or regulation govern ing the standing or 

parking of a vehicle, proof that the particular vehicle described in the complaint was parked 

in violation of any such law or regulation, together with proof that the defendant named in the 

complaint was at the time of such park ing the registered owner of such vehicle, shall 

constitute in evidence a prime facie presumption that the registered owner of such vehicle 

was the person who parked or placed such vehicle at the point where, and for the time during 

which, such violation oc curred.  
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(a) The Traffic Director or such members of his/her staff as he/she may from time to time 

designate, or the  Police Commissioner or such Police officers as he/she may from time 

to time designate are hereby authorized, with such limitation s as are, or may be 

hereinafter set forth, to remove or cause to be removed to some convenient place any 

vehicle parked or standing within the limits of any street under the jurisdiction of the 

City of Cambridge, in violation of any of the provisions set f orth in Sections 14.1, 14.4, 

14.5(c,d), 14.7 as described in Schedule F, 14.9, 14.10 as described in Schedule G, 15.2 

as described in Schedule H, 15.3 as described in Schedules J & K, 16.5 as described in 

Schedule 8, 16.6 as described in Schedule L, 16.7 and 16.8 as described in Schedule 9 

of these regulations; and in any place where official traffic signs prohibit the parking of 

vehicles provided such signs bear the legend "Tow -Away Zone" as described in 

Schedule 6A, 6B, 6D, 6E and 7A and in any place where official traffic signs prohibit the  

stopping or standing of vehicles provided such signs bear the legend "Tow Away Zone".  

(b) When vehicles are removed as authorized in Paragraph (a) above, the owner of the 

vehicle so removed or towed away shall be liable fo r the cost of such removal and 

storage charges as follows:  

(1) Removal or Towing fee not to exceed that which is provided in and as authorized in 

G.L. c.40, §22D. 

(2) Storage fee not to exceed that which is provided in and as authorized in G.L. c.40, 

§22D. 

(c) The contractor shall be liable to the owner for any damage arising out of negligence 

caused to a vehicle in the course of removal and storage.  

(d) The Emergency Communications Department shall keep a record of all vehicles towed 

or removed under the provisions of thi s section.  Such record shall be retained for one 

(1) year and shall contain the following information:  

(1) The registration of the vehicle;  

(2) The location from which it was towed and time and date of tow order;  

(3) The location to which it was moved;  

(4) The fee charged  for towing;  

(5) Name of towing contractor, if any;  

(6) Name and rank of officer who authorized towing.  

(e) The provisions of this section shall not apply to any vehicle specifically exempt by G.L. 

c.40, §22D. 

 
(a) The Traffic Director, or such members of his/her staff as he/she may from time to time 

designate or the Police Commissioner, or such Police Officers as he/she may from time 

to time designate, may impound by means of a mechanical device or cause to be 

impounded , through the agency of a person or persons in the employ of the  Traffic 

Department or the Police Department, or by an independent contractor, any vehicle 

parked or standing on any part of any way under the control of the City, if five or more 

notices have  been affixed as provided in G.L. c.90, §20 A1/2 and remain unpaid. The 

cost of impounding, removal and storage resulting therefrom shall be at the expense of 

the registered owner. Any vehicle so impounded shall be held until all charges imposed 

for impoun ding, removal, storage and parking fine notices have been paid.  












